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Faith-based education has long played a vital role in education systems, particularly in low-and middle-
income countries, where faith schools have had a persistent and sometimes growing role. Following the 
MDGs and SDGs campaigns, there is also increasing collaboration between faith-based organizations and 
state authorities and a growing recognition of their potential to contribute to development goals and the 
realization of the right to education. In some regions, this has coincided with the rapid growth of faith-
based education which has caused controversies, while elsewhere this has created new policy challenges 
and questions.  
 
In this special issue, we are seeking scholarly manuscripts for a special issue of IJED that explores the 
possible distinctive contributions, roles, and issues related to faith-based schools and educational actors 
and how they are situated in various policy and social contexts in low- and middle-income countries. The 
focus is on contemporary issues and social scientific research (i.e. quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-
methods) and can include a range of disciplinary perspectives. This could include attention to the 
following topics: 
 

● Study of the comparative child outcomes with a focus on non-academic outcomes (e.g. civic 
virtues, civic behaviors, values, beliefs, SEL skills, anti-social behavior, etc.);  

● Study of faith-based educational actors role and contributions to educational development and the 
realizing of SGDs, as well as the opportunities and challenges of partnering with faith-based 
educational actors; 

● Study of the political and legal issues, challenges, and conflicts in navigating the role of faith-
based education; 

● Exploration of their organizational identity and its implications for freedom, quality, equity, and 
social cohesion; 

● Consider models of funding and regulation and their implications;  
● Possible benefits or challenges of engaging faith-based schools in national education systems; 
● The historical development of faith-based schools and universities internationally; 
● Inquiry into the intersection of social contexts and the role and mission of faith-based schools; 
● Other salient issues pertaining to educational development and faith-based education (e.g. gender, 

ethnicity, displaced and refugee children, etc.) 
 
We aim to have a mix of religious traditions and perspectives represented, and welcome a range of 
disciplinary perspectives.  
 
The deadline for submitting a manuscript is October 1, 2022 
 
Please send manuscripts and expressions of interest to the guest editors. 


